
 

 

 
 
 
 

 Language Facilitation Strategies 

Strategy Description Example Research LDC 
 

Implementation 
Plan 

Open-Ended 
Questions 

 Keep the conversation 
going 

 Avoid one or two word 
responses 

 Allow children to share 
ideas and thoughts 

 Limit “right” or “wrong” 
answers 

Adult:  What do you think? 
Adult:  What did you do when 
you played outside? 
Adult:  I wonder what he will do 
next. 

Make comments and ask questions that encourage children to: 
Predict what is going to happen next 
Project and put themselves in the shoes of other people or into 
situations they have never experienced 
Take on pretend roles and act out imaginary scenarios; and  
Problem-solve 
The more children learn to use this kind of abstract language 
themselves, the better prepared they will be to learn to read. 
Tompkins, V., Zucker, T. A., Justice, L. M and Binici, S. (2013). 
Inferential talk during teacher-child interactions in small-group 
play. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 28 (2), 424-436. 

LDC-3  

Observe 
Wait 
Listen 

 Observe: what the child is 
interested in 

 Wait: stop talking, lean 
forward and look at the 
child expectantly 

 Listen: pay close attention 
to child’s sounds and 
words 

Child: shows interest in bubbles  
Adult: looks at bubbles then back 
at child and waits 
Child: initiates by reaching and 
saying “bubbles” 

Make conversations with children go back and forth at least five 
times.  Ask questions that both build on what children have said 
and that they will want to answer.  Also, make comments that 
show your interest and wait expectantly for a response.  The 
longer children stay in a conversation, the more practice, 
feedback and information they get – all of which build their 
language skills. 
Rhyner, P. M., Guenther, K. L., Pizur-Barnekow, K., Cashin, S. E. 
and Chavie, A. L. (2012) Child caregivers’ contingent 
responsiveness behaviors during interactions with toddlers 
within three day care contexts.  Communication Disorders 
Quarterly 

LDC-1  

Follow the 
Child’s Lead 

 Imitate 

 Interpret 

 Comment 

 Join in and play 

Child:  “Dah” holds out cup 
Adult: “More juice. You want 
more juice.” 
 
Child: stacking objects 
Adult: attempts to add own 
object to stack 

Let children start the conversation and follow their lead by 
responding with interest to what they say.  These kinds of 
conversations motivate children to talk and are associated with 
later academic success. 
Dunst, C.J., Raab, M. and Trivette, C. M. (2012). Characteristics of 
naturalistic language intervention strategies.   Journal of Speech-
Language Pathology and Applied Behavior Analysis, 5 (3-4), 8-16. 

LDC-2 
LDC-7 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Language Facilitation Strategies 
Strategy Description Example Research LDC Implementation 

Plan 

Information Talk  Adult describes what the 
child is doing or seeing 

 Do not expect or 
demand a response 

 Give plenty of wait time 
between descriptions 

Adult: “You are stacking the 
blocks.  Your tower is getting 
taller and taller.” 

Provide children with numerous opportunities to work with new 
words.  Research indicates that struggling students need 
approximately 40 exposures to a word before they own it while 
bright children need 4 exposures and the average child needs 14 
exposures.   
Marzano, R.J. (2004). Building Background Knowledge for 
Academic Achievement. 
 

LDC-1 
LDC-5 
LDC-7 

 

Indirect 
Correction 

 Correct mispronounced 
words or incorrect 
grammar within the 
context of conversation 

Child: “I goed to the store” 
Adult: “Oh, you went to the 
store.”  

Use, short simple phrases or sentences with proper grammar 
when talking to children.  Telegraphic speech may hinder 
children’s learning of grammar and word meanings as it deprives 
children of the helpful cues and information that come from 
grammatical speech.  For example, babies realize that words that 
end in “-ing” are verbs, making it easier to figure out the word’s 
meaning.  
Fey, M. (2008) The (mis-)use of telegraphic input in child 
language intervention. Revista de Logopedia, Foniatria y 
Audiologia , Vol. 28, No. 4, 218-230.  

LDC-4 
LDC-6 

 

Expansions  Repeat what the child 
just said and then add a 
little more to expand the 
phrase 

 Child learns by listening 

Child: “No, go…big” 
Adult: “It won’t go. The fire truck 
is too big.” 
Child: “Small” 
Adult: “You need a small car.” 

Expansion of the child’s utterances is a basic tool in language 
facilitation.  This reinforces the child’s talking, gives her the 
support for the next level of complexity, and provides new 
information.   
Cole, K. and Maddox, M. (2010). Language is the Key.  Seattle, 
Washington. Washington Learning Systems. 

LDC-6  

SPARK an 
Interaction by 
Using a Routine 

 Start the same way 

 Plan the child’s turn 

 Adjust the routine so the 
child can take a turn 

 Repeat the same actions, 
sounds and words 

 Keep the end the same 

Adult: Uses the same gesture for 
“round” to signal Ring Around the 
Rosie song;  waits for child to 
initiate 
Child: uses gesture to initiate 
Ring Around the Rosie song 

Responsiveness, which is reflected in the caregivers’ prompt, 
positive and sensitive contingent input has been consistently 
associated with optimal child language outcomes. 
Stock, C. D. (2002).  The effects of responsive caregiver 
communication on the language development of at-risk 
preschoolers.  Eugene, University of Oregon. 

LDC-1 
LDC-2 

 

 
 


