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Blended Program 

   Is there administrative support for inclusion? 
 

   Have you identified your partners for collaboration? 
 

   Have the partners developed an agreement? 

  Which funding stream may be used to support inclusive 
programs and special education services? 

 How will funds and in-kind contributions be used to 
support the inclusive program? 

 

  How will the program be staffed to provide special 
education services in the inclusive program? 

 

  What is the administrative and/or funding structure? 

   Have you developed a common vision of inclusion? 

   How will children be served? 

   
                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                                
   

  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from the SCCOE Inclusion Collaborative,   NC DPI Inclusion Think Tank, February 21-22, 2012                     1 

 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR MAKING FINANCE DECISIONS TO PROMOTE INCLUSION 
Discussions and decisions involve partners and 
representatives of other sectors that provide early    
care and education to preschoolers in the community. 
Formal agreements may address staffing configurations, 
administrative financing structures, funding sources,   
and use of funds and in-kind support. 

 

Co-teachers in 
classroom 

Itinerant teachers 
in classroom 

Additional support 
staff in classroom 

Consultation to 
classroom teacher 

Related Service 
Providers (therapists) 

Least Restrictive Environment  [34 CFR §300.116] 

 A continuum of alternative placements is available 

 To the maximum extent appropriate, children with 
disabilities are educated with children who are nondisabled  

 Placement decisions are based on the unique needs of each 
child, by the IEP team 

 Placement determined at least annually, is based on the 
child's IEP, and be as close as possible to the child's home.         

Space/Rent Staff Equipment Materials Transportation Administrative Costs 

Program  District County  Private/non-profit organization 
 

IDEA B 

RTT-ELC 

Tuition/ Fee 
 

Local Ed Funds 

IDEA C 

Child Care 

TANF 

State Pre-K Medicaid Title I 

IDEA Section 619 

Head Start 

Foundations 

State Ed Funds 

Private Insurance 
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DEFINITION OF SETTINGS 
 CONSIDERATIONS FOR MAKING FINANCE DECISIONS TO PROMOTE INCLUSION 

 

  

SETTING WITH TYPICAL PEERS/INCLUSIVE SERVICES 

Regular Early Childhood Program with 
Support in Classroom 

A regular early childhood program is for children ages 3-5 years and includes group settings such as Head Start, public and private 
preschool, kindergarten, or child care where children with disabilities are enrolled and receive support.   

Blended Program 

A regular early childhood and special education program are purposefully blended to serve a number of children from two or more 
programs, and may be staffed with both regular and special education personnel.  An example of this type of program might be a 
public prekindergarten (Pre-K) program which includes children who are age-eligible for the Pre-K program, those who are Head Start 
eligible based on their families’ income eligibility, and those who are receiving special education or related services based on the IEP.  

SETTING WITH TYPICAL PEERS/SEPARATE SERVICE 

Regular Early Childhood Program with 
Pull-Out Services 

A regular early childhood program is attended by a child with a disability, who receives the majority of special education service in 
another location. An example of this is a child who attends a group child care setting, and the special education services are provided 
in another room.  

Part-Time Regular Program 

Part Time Special Education 

Also known  as ‘dual enrollment,’ a child spends some time in a regular early childhood program and also attends a separate special 
education program, often during the opposite half day or on alternating days. An example of this is a child who attends a Head Start 
program in the morning and a special education program in the afternoon. 

Social Inclusion 
A special education program or classroom in which children with disabilities spend some time in the regular classroom, often during 
‘non-instructional’ time such as recess or lunch.  One example would be the child who has IEP services in a special education 
classroom and has lunch and plays with other children at recess.  

Reverse Inclusion 
Also known as ‘reverse mainstreaming,’ this program or classroom is designed as a special education setting that also includes 
children without disabilities who are enrolled by their families with the understanding that this is a special education setting. In this 
example, the children who do not have IEPs may pay a tuition fee. 
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Programs may be comprised of different types of classrooms or settings to provide a continuum of options for children.  A placement decision is made for each child with a 
disability through the development of an Individualized Education Program (IEP) by a team of required people, including the parents, after carefully considering the child’s 
strengths, needs, agreed upon goals.  This process ensures that the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) is determined for the individual child as required by the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

SEPARATE SETTINGS 

Separate Program 
A special education program or classroom designed for children with disabilities and sometimes referred to as a segregated setting.  
It may be located in an early childhood or elementary setting, but maintains a separate focus.  

Separate School A school designed exclusively for children with a specific disability or disabilities.  


